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Flood Awareness Week April 7-11
Know your vulnerability to

flooding is this year's theme. Our
office will be open to the public
until 6:30 p.m. on Wed., April 9
for free floodplain determinations.

"Our goal is to educate
homeowners, business owners
and property owners about
floodplain maps and where their
property is in relation to the
floodplain," said Mike Warner,
Chief Engineer.

In addition, visit our web site for
updated information under
"Citizen's Assistance." The section
includes information on why Lake
County floods, who to call if you
have a drainage or flooding
problem, information on flood
insurance and floodproofing, pre-

and post-flood safety tips, and
related links. Check out the
"Mitigation Projects" section to
see the latest on our flood
damage reduction efforts
throughout the county.

To make sure your stormwater
systems in your neighborhood are
working as designed, see the
recently published guide for
homeowner's associations and
landowners on how to maintain
stormwater facilities like
detention ponds and buffers.

"A Citizen's Guide to
Maintaining Stormwater Best
Management Practices" offers
practical tips for recognizing
maintenance needs, planning for
maintenance costs, and keeping

Congress Authorizes $2.5 Million for Watershed Projects

an inspection log. Stormwater
facilities are required by the Lake
County Watershed Development
Ordinance to reduce flooding and
improve water quality.

The guide is downloadable from
SMC's web site at:
www.co.lake.il.us/smc/
publications.

FREE FLOODPLAIN
DETERMINATIONS

Wed., April 9
8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Open to the public

CITIZEN'S ASSISTANCE
Web Information

www.co.lake.il.us/smc/citizens

Watersheds are the focal point
of over $2.5 million in
Congressional authorizations for
several watershed-related projects
in Lake County. Through the
efforts of U.S. Representatives
Phil Crane and Mark Kirk and
Sen. Dick Durbin, funding is
coming from several sources
including USEPA and USDA-
Natural Resource Conservation
Service.

The funding will provide much
needed watershed-level planning
and projects to reduce flooding
and enhance the natural drainage
system.

The following projects are being
funded:

♦ $1.26 million - through
USDA-NRCS for six sub-
watershed plans in the Fox
River and Lake Michigan
watersheds

♦ $200,000 - Sequoit Creek
watershed management plan
implementation to reduce
flood damages and enhance
the natural drainage system

♦ $450,000 - Upper Des Plaines
in the ground environmental
restoration projects with
several projects in conjunction
with the Lake County Forest
Preserve District

♦ $400,000 - Des Plaines Phase
II watershed plan

KNOW YOUR

VULNERABILITY

development for the multi-
year, multi-objective plan

♦ $250,000 through the U.S.
Army Corps' Section 206
program for Squaw Creek
ecosystem restoration projects.

Another $2 million was allocated
for Des Plaines Phase I
construction projects benefiting
mostly Cook County.

"Our local delegation
understands what a priority
flooding and water quality are to
Lake County. These federal
appropriations are dramatic proof
of how hard they work to support
their constituents," said Steve
Mountsier, SMC Chairman.

News from the Lake County Stormwater Management Commission
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Re-Certification, WDO Updates To Begin
Forty-one Certified

Communities are up for
recertification this Fall.
Certification is good for three
years and this is the third round
of recertifications since 1992.

Recertification recognizes those
cities and villages that have
adopted and are enforcing an
ordinance that is compliant with
the provisions of the WDO. Cities
and villages petition SMC to
remain certified for the purpose of
permitting development,
appointing an Enforcement
Officer and passing the EO Exam,
and adequately enforcing WDO
provisions.

SMC will be providing
assistance to the communities as

they petition for recertification.
SMC and the Technical

Advisory Committee will begin
the process of WDO revisions
starting in May. TAC is hoping
the process wraps up by Spring
2004.

The WDO amendment process
will include:
• Farmland Regulations

Committee recommendations
• Isolated Wetland Program

enhancements
• NFIP Program updates

• NPDES II water quality
components
Watch SMC's web site for more

TAC agenda discussion items.
Agendas and minutes are
available on our web site.

Status of Mitigation Banks in County NPDES II Local
Government HighlightsSMC-approved wetland

mitigation banks are springing up
throughout the county. To date,
SMC has approved one bank in
the Des Plaines River watershed
near Waukegan and is nearing
approval for a Fox River
watershed bank near Antioch.
SMC is also coordinating with
other agencies, conservation
groups, mitigation bank
developers, and the public at large
to identify potential mitigation
bank sites in the other two major
watersheds in the County - Lake
Michigan and Chicago River.
SMC hopes to have at least one
mitigation bank in each major
watershed within the next 1-2
years .

In addition to the SMC-
approved banks, the  U.S.  Army
Corps of Engineer-Chicago
District has five approved banks

within Lake County, including
four in the Des Plaines River
watershed and two in the Fox
River watershed.

The banks provide developers
with the option of purchasing
wetland mitigation credits to
compensate for wetland impacts
from their development. The
WDO requires that mitigation
take place within Lake County
and, preferably, within the
watershed where the wetland
impacts occur.

Banks are usually built and
managed by private development
groups. For more information on
SMC-approved banks, call Joe
Hmieleski at (847) 918-5273. For
Corps bank information, see the
Corps’ web site:
 www.lrc.army.mil/co-r/
ofsitopt.pdf

Technical Advisory Committee
information can be found under the
"Regulatory" link on our web site.

Every issue of Mainstream this year
will feature an activity by a local
government that goes above and
beyond the new minimum water
quality requirements of NPDES II.
Local entities are tailoring their own
programs and using creative ways
to meet nonpoint pollution reduction
standards.

THIS MONTH: LINCOLNSHIRE
A village-wide stormdrain stenciling
program created a potential
concern: the village has over 1,000
inlets. Based on that concern, the
village did not  include stenciling in
their initial NPDES Phase II
program.

However, Daniel Wright Junior
High School students studying
water quality presented to the board
their plan to use the stenciling
program as part of an overall water
quality project. The students have
received donations to purchase the
paint and stencils. The Police
Explorers will provide safety during
stenciling.

Students also will distribute
brochures on what they are doing
and why it is important to protect
water quality to residents adjacent
to the stencil work. The stenciling
program will be an ongoing project
with the school district.

The Village Board is very
enthusiastic about the project. The
village plans to take credit for these
activities in future years.

Stenciling programs use messages
similar to this one spray painted on
curbs above a storm drain gate. The
goal is to educate residents not to
dump oils and other pollution in storm
drains. Did you know the most storm
drains end up flowing to the nearest
stream or river?
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Board Welcomes
New Members

N. Branch Open Space
Plan First of Its Kind

Top: (l-r) New commissioners: Ann
Maine, Chairman Steve Mountsier,
Anne Flanigan Bassi, Mike Talbett, Bob
Sabonjian, and Milt Jensen. Bottom: (l-r)
Mountsier; Ward Miller, Executive
Director; Bonnie Thomson Carter,
Secretary; Tom Adams, Vice Chair; and,
Tim Perry, Treasurer.

Sequoit Plan To Be
Under Public Review

The public will have an
opportunity to comment on the
draft Sequoit Creek Watershed
Management Plan starting in
May. The plan will be the second
official watershed plan to be
adopted by SMC and the County
Board.

The stakeholder-based draft
plan includes goals and objectives,
updated floodplain mapping and
an Action Plan. The Action Plan
outlines recommended projects to
reduce flooding, improve water
quality and enhance natural
resources.

The Sequoit Creek watershed is
one of the more unique water-
sheds because of the quality and
number of lakes and rivers, and
number of endangered and
threatened species. The plan will
address the current and likely
impacts from development in the
watershed. Watch SMC's web site
for public comment dates. For
more information, call Sara
Agahi, 918-5272.

UDPREP Holds "Watershed" Event
Over 80 stakeholders, and federal,
state and local agency
representatives gathered on
March 7 at Independence Grove
to kickoff the Upper Des Plaines
River Ecosystem Partnership
(UDPREP).

The kickoff included a history of
the watershed, an overview of
projects and activities on-going in
the watershed.

A facilitated "open market" was
used to identify issues and action
steps to remedy problems related
to flooding, water quality,
stormwater management, wildlife
habitat and other topics.

The UDPREP board is looking
for stakeholder volunteers to get

involved. For more information
call Ingrid West, Watershed
Coordinator, at (630) 559-2047.

Members of the North Branch
Open Space Planning Committee
recently reviewed the inventory of
open space in the North Branch
Chicago River watershed and
finalized goals and objectives for
the North Branch Open Space
Plan.  The plan will guide future
use and stewardship of the
remaining open space in the
watershed for a variety of pur-
poses including protecting natural
areas, wildlife conservation,
recreational opportunities, green-
ways and trails, water quality
improvement and flood damage
reduction.

The scope of the planning
project includes a detailed parcel-
based inventory of open space in
the watershed. Open space
parcels will be categorized by use
or value (natural area, flood
prevention, recreation etc.) and
are being evaluated and priori-
tized for protection.  A number of
criteria are being used to evaluate
the parcels such as the presence
of floodplain, wetlands, biodiver-
sity, and trail connections etc.

The outcome of the planning
process will be an action plan for
preserving and managing open
space in the watershed.  Water-
shed stakeholders such as munici-
palities, park districts, forest
preserve districts and conserva-
tion organizations are cooperat-
ing and participating in formulat-
ing the plan.  The planning
committee will be meeting
monthly over the next several
months.  Meetings are open to all
who wish to attend.  For more
information, call Patty Werner,
918-5269. To view the open
space inventory, preliminary
prioritization, and plan goals and
objectives see the SMC website at:
www.co.lake.il/smc/projects/
nbos.

UDPREP Kickoff attendees. Above:
Agency representatives included (l-r):
Ward Miller, SMC Executive Director;
Ann Maine, County Board; Shamel
Abou-el-Seoud, Corps.
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For Your Information

Spring 2003 Newsletter - Please notify us of address changes.

SMC Meetings - 6:30 p.m.
April 3 , May 1, June 5, July 10. SMC
offices.

TAC Meetings - 9:00 a.m.
April 18, May 23, June 27, July 28. SMC
offices.

SMC's Comprehensive Stormwater
Management Plan Update... has been
approved by the SMC Board and the
County Board. The Plan Update will be
available on our web site upon final
printing in the next two months.

It's Not Too Late...There's still time to
register for the Association for State
Floodplain Managers National
Conference in St. Louis, May 11-16.
This will be your best source of
stormwater training in the country! See
ASFPM's web site: www.floods.org.

NEW WEB SITE UP
Many of you have noticed SMC's
newly designed web site now up
and running. The web site is an
evolving project so link to it
frequently for updates and
information. The web site address is
the same: www.co.lake.il.us/smc.

We now accept Visa/MasterCard
for permit applications, topo map
orders and publications. Call Chris
at 918-5262 to use your card.

CREDIT CARD PURCHASES

Water Topic of the Month
March Non-Point Source Pollution
April Stormwater
May Wetlands

See the Year of Clean Water web site
at www.epa.gov/water/
yearofcleanwater or
www.yearofcleanwater.org

USEPA's Year of
Clean Water

Fish Lake Drain Stakeholders
Unite...The next meeting of the FLD
Planning Committee is April 2, 9 a.m.
at the Grant Township Office. Plan
goals, objectives and action items will
be discussed. Plan to attend this
important meeting. For more
information, call Jason at 918-5275.

Spring is here...Check the storm grates
on your property or in your
neighborhood. Localized flooding can
be attributed to clogged storm grates.

Map Modernization Funding
Approved....Congress approved $150
million for flood mapping, better
knows as FEMA floodplain maps or
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMS).
Funding will be used to update
prioritized maps throughout the
nation.  The President also put $200
million in next year's budget proposal.
On a related note, SMC will be working
towards becoming a FEMA
Coordinating Technical Partner (CTP),
which would enable SMC to tap into
this new funding source to update
Lake County floodplain maps.
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